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NEW YEARôS RIDE  -  If you were at the New Yearôs Ride and Potluck, 

you were with us to get the new year off to a grand start. We had around 35 

riders and enjoyed the beautiful weather as we rode through parts of Rice 

University, Hermann Park, Riverside Terrace and the Third Ward before 

our rest stop at Niko Nikoôs Market Square location downtown. Along the 

way, we stopped at Project Row Houses, the Flower Manôs house, the new 

Dynamo Stadium, and Minute Maid Park. After the rest stop, we returned to 

the start in time for lunch with all of our HBC friends. It was a great start to 

the year. 

TRAILS UPDATE  -  We had some plusses and minuses where the Houston 

bike trails were concerned. On the plus side, construction has been 

progressing on several of the new trails and bridges. The Heritage West trail 

along White Oak Bayou should be completed in mid-2012, allowing cyclists 

to ride all the way into downtown near U of H Downtown campus. The 

northern portion of Columbia Tap, which had been closed for Metro Rail 

construction, is now reopened. There are four new bike/ped bridges crossing 

Brays Bayou that will be completed in 2012. The northernmost portion of 

the White Oak Bayou Trail is just about finished all the way to Antoine. 

And the trails along Buffalo Bayou between Sabine and Shepherd are being 

rebuilt as part of the Buffalo Bayou Partnership master plan for the bayou. 

Now for the bad news. As part of the construction project rebuilding Hwy. 

290 and parts of Loop 610, TxDOT has announced a two-year closure of the 

White Oak Bayou Trail where it crosses Loop 610. We felt that the posted 

detours on West 34th and Ella were not feasible, so TxDOT has been 

working with the City to try to keep better continuity for trail users by 

maintaining pedestrian access at all times, and also to erect ñShare The 

Roadò signage so that trail users can go on-street on East T.C. Jester 

through the construction zone, then get back onto the trail on the other side. 

This part of the project will last two years, and the work will be done in four 

phases as they tear down old bridges and rebuild the new ones. So be 

careful if you are riding in that area. It is a complicated project and the 

conditions will change frequently. 

Happy New Year  
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COLUMBIA TAP HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL REOPENS  

The Columbia Tap Trail, located in southeast Houston near downtown, has reopened. A 
portion of the four-mile hike and bike path was closed earlier this year to accommodate 
construction of the Southeast Line of METROôs expanded light-rail system.  

METROôs Southeast light-rail line is currently under construction and expected to open in 
2014. The Southeast Line (or Purple Line) will run along Capitol and Rusk in downtown 
Houston and continue southeast via Scott, Wheeler, MLK and Griggs ending at Palm 
Center. The approximately six-mile rail line will connect downtown with local universities 
including Texas Southern University (TSU) and the University of Houston (UH).  

METRO has made numerous updates to the Columbia Tap Trail, including an irrigation 
system, sod and plantings. In 2012, an installation of trees will be made to further enhance 
the trailôs natural setting. During development of the light-rail adjacent to the Columbia Tap 
Trail, METRO maintained a detour.  

ñMETRO and the city of Houston worked in cooperation during the construction phase of 
this segment in order to speed the overall process and get the trail reopened to the public 
as soon as possible,ò said Jose Enriquez, southeast program director at METRO. ñThe 
community can once again enjoy the trailôs access, natural beauty and rich history.ò  

The Columbia Tap Trail is a ñRails-to-Trailsò conversion project made up of four miles of a 
10-foot wide, concrete, multi-use hike and bike trail along the old Columbia Tap railroad. 
The trail was opened to the public in 2009 and is a popular cyclist destination that winds its 
way through Houstonôs Third Ward, the cityôs oldest and most historic African-American 
community.  

ñIt is essential that all large-scale transportation improvement projects address pedestrian-
bicyclist safety and mobility, not only in the design of the project, but during its construction 
as well. We applaud METRO for developing and maintaining the bicyclist detour while 
expediting the completion of this segment of the rail project and restoring this important 
segment of the Columbia Tap Trail,ò said Dan Raine, Bicyclist - Pedestrian Coordinator, 
Public Works and Engineering Department, City of Houston.  

Continued on page 3 
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About the Columbia Tap Trail  

The Columbia Tap Trail connects the neighborhoods along the tap with the bikeway network's 
existing designated Polk bike lanes, McGowan and Alabama bike routes, Brays Bayou Trail, and the 
Dixie bike route which includes a bicycle and pedestrian bridge across Highway 288. These bikeways 
add east and west connections to the greenway adding to its transportation benefits. The Columbia 
Tap Trail extends from Dixie Drive past Polk Street and into downtown, along the former Union 
Pacific Railroad right-of-way creating a greenway corridor in the Third Ward and downtown area. It is 
bound by Dowling Street on the west and Scott Street on the east.  

About gometrorail.org  

GOMETRORail.org is a website that provides helpful information about METRORailôs expansion 
project in Houston. Visitors can find a full list of businesses along the rail lines that are under 
construction. With 40,000 passengers per day, Houstonôs METRORail Red Line is the nationôs most 
heavily traveled light rail line, based on boardings per-track mile. There are three additional lines 
under construction and two more planned for the future.  

# # #  

If you rode on the HBC New Yearõs Day Ride, you were on this newly reopened portion of the Columbia Tap Trail. 
The trail goes all the way from Brays Bayou to the eastern edge of Downtown Houston. 



 

Page 4 Email: webmaster@houstonbicycleclub.org 

Houston Bicycle Club    The Final Draft 

www.houstonbicycleclub.org 

Volume: 50 Number: 1  January 2012 

 

 

 

 

A REA  BICYCLE  EVENTS 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 

Frost Bike 50 

Lone Star College Cy-Fair Campus 

Cypress, Texas 

Routes of 17, 45 55 miles on roads northwest of 

Houston.  The ride benefits Jersey Village High 

School Gold Duster Drill Team. 

http://www.frostbike50.com/ 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 

Bike Through The Forest and The 

Hills  

Coldspring, Texas 

Routes of 12, 25, 33 and 50 miles with 

challenging hills and scenic piney woods. 

http://kingwoodfillies.net/2012_bike_ride.php 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 

Texas Independence Bike Tour 

Deer Park High School Clyde Abshire Stadium 

Routes of 30, 48, 62 miles on roads between 

Pasadena and Seabrook.  Presented by Deer Park 

Rotary Club. 

http://web.me.com/

jason.cable/2011_Texas_Independence_Bicycle_

Tour/The_Ride.html 

Saturday, February 4, 2012 

Puddle for the Ducks 

Katy Mills Mall 

Routes of 28, 37, 46 and 70 miles, duck calling 

and dog demonstrations at the rest stops (Donôt 

step on the ducks) 

www.tx.ducks.org 

 

Sunday, February 5, 2012 

Gold Rush Bike Ride 

Montgomery High School Stadium 

Annual fundraising ride for the Conroe High 

School Golden Girls Dance Team. Routes of 25, 

44 and 65 miles through rolling east Texas 

landscapes with rest stops manned (personed) 

by the dance team members. 

www.chsgoldengirls.com 

 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 

Pedaling the Prairie 

Waller County Fairgrounds, Hempstead, Texas 

Ride the rice fields and prairie between Bellville 

and Katy. Routes between 24 and 71 miles. 

http://www.pedalingtheprairie.org/ 

 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 

Ride to the Rescue 

Manvel High School 

33, 40 or 63 miles, raising funds for local 

animal rescue groups.  

http://www.ridetotherescue.org/ 
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Sunday, January 1, 2012 

NEW YEARòS DAY RIDE AND 

POTLUCK LUNCH 

Distance: 20 miles 

Ride starts at 8:30, lunch at 11:00 

or whenever riders get back. 

Location: West University 

Community Center, Rice at Auden 

 

 

Saturday, January 7, 2012 

CAT SPRING 

Distances: 28, 36, 40, 47 

Flat to moderate hilly ride about an 

hour west of Houston. Stores in 

Bernardo and New Ulm. 

Meet: Take I-10 west to Sealy then 

north on Highway 36 to left on FM 

1094. Head west for about 10 

miles and turn Left on FM 949. 

Drive for 1.5 miles and park on 

first side road south of the RR 

tracks (on side nearest the tracks) 

 

Sunday, January 8, 2012 

ZUBE PARK 

Distances: 33, 40, 49 

Mostly flat county and Farm to 

Market roads in Harris, Waller, and 

Montgomery Counties. Pay attention 

to the map - there are a lot of turns. 

Only one store on the route. 

Meet: Zube Park on Roberts Road, 

3/4 mile north of Hwy. 290 

  

 

Saturday, January 14, 2012 

FULSHEAR NORTH AND 

FULSHEAR ORIENTATION RIDE 

O-Ride  - 23 miles                     

Others   - 32, 37, 48, 60 

The Orientation Ride is a leader led 

ride with a rest stop at the halfway 

point. The speed is based on the 

comfort level of all of the riders and 

is set so that everyone can stay 

together. 

The other routes are the regular 

Fulshear rides. Flat roads with lots of 

pretty scenery and a cut through on 

pecan tree covered Hunt Road. 

 Meet: Parking lot next to Fulshear 

City Hall 

 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 

PATTISON-BELLVILLE  

Distances: 22, 28, 40, 54, 57 

Several options, some hilly and 

some not so hilly. The longer 

rides go to Bellville, where you 

shouldnôt miss a stop at 

Neumanôs Bakery. Now that the 

Burleigh store is closed, the only 

other store is in Sealy.  

Meet: Take I-10 west to Sealy 

then north on Highway 36 to left 

on FM 1094. Head west for about 

10 miles and turn Left on FM 

949. Drive for 1.5 miles and park 

on first side road south of the RR 

tracks (on side nearest the tracks 
Meet: Go west on I-10 to 

Brookshire. Turn right at Hwy. 

359  and go about 1 mile to a stop 

light (T-intersection) at Hwy 90. 

Turn left at the light (paralleling 

the RR tracks). Go past one light 

(Otto St.) then turn right at the 

2nd light (Bains St. / FM 359N). 

Veer left when you come to the 

FM 359/FM 362 split. Go north 

on FM 359 for about 2.5 miles 

until you come to a small sign 

that says "Royal High School". 

Turn right there (Durkin Rd.) and 

proceed to the 2nd school 

building. The parking spot is 

behind the high school, which is 

the middle of the three driveways 

between the Jr.High and the Sr. 

High. 

R IDE  SCHEDULE  

Orientation Rides:  Leader lead rides for novices and beginners.  About  20  miles at  a slow pace with a snack 
break in the middle. 

EZ Rides:  Slow paced in-town social rides.  Distances usually around 20 to 25miles. 

Urban Challenge Rides: In-town leader led rides, longer and more challenging than EZ Rides, usually 40 to 45 
miles at 15 + mph.. 

Dirty Dozen:  Twelve century rides in one calendar year. 

Winter Starting times at 
9:00 a.m. in effect unless 

otherwise noted 

Check the website for any 
late changes of ride listings 


